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‘The Opposite Shores’

More than a century before the birth of a West
Oakland parish dedicated to the Apostle of Ire-
land, Juan Crespi, a missionary explorer of the
Pacifie Coast, recorded one of the early written
descriptions of what would become the City of
Oakland:

In the space of four leagues that we traveled we
crossed five arroyes of running woter. .. their
banks grown with alders, coftonwoods, live oaks
and some laurels. .. Bears many deer and the
tracks of other animals. .. The site is very suitable
for a good settlement; for on account of the prox-
imily of the forest they could provide themselves
with timber and firewood. . .

During the 1800s, the territory on “the
opposite shore” of the bay, noted for pleasant
forests and brilliant flowers, attracted many San
Franciscans. “The opposite shores of the bay pre-
sent a most beautiful park-like expanse,”
historian Hubert Bancroft wrote. “The native
lawn, brilliant with flowers, and dotted hy east-
ward bending oaks, watered by the creeks. .. are
enclosed by the spurs of the Diablo Mountains.”

Historian Leis Rather also described Qakland
before the Southern Pacific, Irish immigrants,
the rush for gold and a war that divided a
nation—an Oakland of trees, wildflowers and a
frontier spirit. “Not only did live oaks supply its
name,” she wrote, “but pleasant forests drew San

Franciscans to the area on picnic Sundays, and
sometimes for duels in sylvan seclusion. There
were elders, birch, box-elders, buckeye, firs,
laurels, manzanitas, maples, pines, redwoods,
oaks, wild berries, fields of golden poppies, blue
lupines and other wildflowers.”

The history of the east bay cily began when a
group of settlers sailed up San Antonio Creek and
seized the lands of the Peralia family on the estu.
ary shores. By 1851, settiements of squatters dot-
ted the tree covered marsh land of “the oppusite
shores,” and one year later the town was incor-
porated. Within two years, Horace W. Carpentier
pushed through a city charter, became the first
mayor of the City of Oakland, took over the
municipal waterfront, forced the Peraltas into
the wholesale dismemberment of their rich
ranchos on the estuary shores, and a city was
born of “frontier spirit.”

Oakland's first mayor pledged the preserva-
tion of the oak in an 1854 speech, stressing “the
chief ornament and attraction of this city con-
sists, doubtless, in the maguificent grove of
evergreen oaks which covers its present site and
from which it takes both its former name of
‘Encinal” and its present one of ‘Oakland.’ Their
preservation ought to he with you, as it shall be
with me, a subject of peculiar care. In fact, the
destruction of a single tree, on whose land soever

Oakland received its name from the beautiful oaks that thrived
thraughout the East Bay. As the southern view from 12th and
Aliee Streets in 1873 indicates, many vaks grew in the middie
of Oakland’s well-traveled roads.
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it stands, should be considered a public injury.” - % _
Though Carpentier pledged to preserve the .. .. -
vak, Lois Rather reports the mayor did not L
,5-4 “bemoan the destruction” of Oakland’s red- .
?\"" woods— “which were, after all, a source of profit.” © .-
|2°" By 1855, hundreds of workers had decimated the - <.
|'iu_l._ redwoods, which were among the most beautiful \-,’

il and largest in the world, and the forest was
i reduced to what observers called “a sea of °
he o stumps.”

Indeed, the City of Oakland had been born and
the metamorphosis from frontier marsh to the
b city of concrete had begun.

s vl Oakland’s first mayor had lofty ideas and _
i © great expectations for the young city. In an early = -
.J Mmessage, Carpentier proclaimed that the trans-
4w, | continental railroad “must terminate here.” His
a 'J words were prophetic, for only fifteen years later
I i the first westbound transcontinental train
' .._‘.L‘\'J-".‘-l entered Oakland on the Central Pacific line, and
. | the city on “the opposite shores” became the ter- :
pite. 1" minal for three transcontinental lines. And just N

L I, railroad brought forth the growth of an \_ o \
- ' adolescent Oakland, it gave birth to a Catholic '\ .
£ parish that has undergone as many changes as R
\ i the city and the community in which it was
W ' founded. A

"l ‘Father McNally’s Parish’ L \‘

Co On Thursday, January 20, 1887, the Qakland S
Tribune headlined an article: “The Work and o
oy i ngtory of Father McNally's Pa_ansh. The artlple, “The opposite shores N
' .1 wrilten ten years after the birth of the parish, of the bav present a
' P .+ was prophetic. Indeed, for more than three-and- muost beautiful park-
| one half decades. St. Patrick Parish of West Oak- ltke expanse. . .
* i land, founded primarily as a church to serve the

Irish section hands, firemen and throttie benders -
who came west with the rails, would be “Father T
McNally's Parish.” R A

In the summer of 1877, Reverend J.B, e \ -
McNally was assigned by Archbishop Joseph 8. T )
Alemuny of the San Francisco Archdiocese to e T
build a parish in West Oakland “from the rem- =~ . U
nants of 5t. Mary’s at the Point.” Father McNally R P
promptly called a meeting at Kohler's Hall and
$1,300 was raised. During August, house Lo house
collections of many West Oakland neighhorhoods




netted a total of $3,000 in pledges. An architect
was commissioned to draw his plans “at once” for
the proposed church, which would serve the 500
families that lived in the territory of what is now
Adeline and west to the bay, First Street and
north to 21st. In November, construction of the
church began on a lot 75 x 168 feet.

On April 6, 1879, Archbishop Alemany dedi-
cated St. Patrick’s and installed Father McNally
as pastor during a High Mass. The church was
described in an Oakland Tribune article as “a
very handsome gothic structure with an impos-
ing front consisting of two side towers of
architectural beauty, while the front tower and
spire of the plans are yet to be erected.”

“The church walls are decorated with fine
painting and seroll work,” the article stated. ' 0il
paintings of great value and beauty adorn the
walls, and sunshine glints through the heautiful
stained-glass windows. The organ gallery, with
its fine pipe organ, completes one of the most
elegant churches in Oakland.”

On page one, volume one of “The Records of
Confirmation of Saint Patrick Parish,” Father J.
B. McNally wrote the following notation:

Thes, 5t Patrick’s Church, West Ooklund, was
dedicated on Palm Sunday, April 6, 1879 by His
GGrace: The Most Reverend Joseph S Alemany,
Archbishop of San Francisco. The Rev'd J B.
MeNually was appointed to collect funds and select
the sile of the church etcetera in July, 1878 He was
appotnted rector on St Patrick’s Day, 1879 The
Reverend Hugh J. Lagan preached the dedication
sermon, The first time Confirmation was
edministered in this church was June 6th, 1880

Father MeNally, o Christian Brother and the young men of 8t. Joseph Institute,

The ground 150 x 168 feet, the church house and
all improvemenits and property at this date viz
June 14, 1880, cost about $21,600

Following the construction of the church and
prior to the above notation in the Confirmation
records, Father McNally held a fair and raised
$4,600. With this money he purchased an adjoin-
ing property “of the same dimensions as the
church lot on which was an unfinished house.”

On St. Patrick’s Day, 1882, Father McNaily
and his parishioners enjoved “a jubilee enter-
tainment” celebrating the “complete payment of
every dollar of debt.” The church and the house, a
small two story frame cottage which served as
the parish’s first rectory, had been fully paid for
and furnished by fairs and collections. The pastor
was presented with "tokens of regard by the
grateful congregation.”

“Father Mac,” as he was affectionately known
throughout Qakland, was a very zealous worker
and a man of great influence who cared for both
the spiritual and material needs of over 500
families. Most of his parishioners were the Irish
who were employed by the Southern Pacific
Railroad and the shipyards of the west bay.
Whether it was a question of just wages and
proper working conditions, or the issue of public
health and civic improvements, Father McNally
wielded a powerful influence. He was a dominant
figure in Oakland’s early history.

The Tribune praised Father Mac for his work
in the West Oakland community and reported in
1887 that “there are over 500 families, number-
ing some 2500 souls, connected with the parish.
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There are four fine congregations every Sunday
and Holy Day at three Masses and vespers,”

“In a word,” the article concluded, “Father
McNally has a flourishing parish... He has
brought the desert into a garden.”

The Tribune also reported that Father
McNally's assistant was Father O'Connell, “a
modest and retiring person, very active in his
own way in his ministerial duties.” The daily
newspaper described Father O'Connell as
“exceedingly earnest and devoted, enjoying the
confidence of the people with whom he is very
popular.”

‘Not Even San Francisco’

During the 1880s and 90s, Oakland was still
very much a frontier town; and yet the city —still
in a state of adolescence —was beginning to show
the signs of the miraculous growth and deveiop-
ment that would take place in future decades. In
Oakland—A History, Grant D. Miller concluded
with his recollections of the city on “the opposite
shores™:

We recall the muddy streets, many of which lacked
even sidewalks; the dim and insufficient street
lighting; the primifive means of transportation—
clumasy, siow horse cars, early steam trains and
cable cars.

Those were the days when a trip from Oakland to
Fruitvale took us through ranches, woods and vast
fields of grain,; when there 1were miles between the
northern boundaries of the city and Berkeley: when
the land from Market Street, west to the
waterfront, was mostly marsh, and the water
system was so inodegquafe that there were
windmills and wells in many residential areas.

But we enjoyed life. We had our troiting horses and
race fracks, roller skating rinks, the Piedmont
Baths, amusement parks, theaters with stock com-
penies and an occasional roadshow. Life was less
complicated, and the church and home were the
real family centers

The Chamber of Commerce, however, pub-
lished an iliustrated pamphlet extolling the
progress and growth of the East Bay city. Accord-
ing to historian Lois Rather's account in Oak-
land’s Image, the Chamber described the city in
“lush phrases,” extolling its “world-renowned”
climate, its beautiful homes, its miles upon miles
of uniform sidewalk, “with lawns extending to
the very curb,” macadamized streets and pic-
turesque drives for equestrians, nearly one
hundred miles of street-car lines {principally
eleciric), its harbor on which $1,534,000 had
already been expended, and its railread with
three hundred trains arriving and departing
daily,

“The time has passed,” the Chamber of Com-
merce publication proclaimed, “when Qakland

Mother Columba and Father McNally with members of the senior class of St Jozeph Institute in February, 1893,



was regarded simply as the Brooklyn to San
Francisco; it has grown and prospered until its
fine blocks, large business houses, and growing
manufacturing interests, its more than twenty
miles of waterfront, indicate a commercial future
second to one on the coast, not even San Fran-
cisco. The past five vears have witnessed a rapid
and substantial growth; hundreds of new homes
have been erected, from the five-room cottage to
the millionaire’s mansion. Of its 65,000 people
nearly nine-tenths own their own homes, an
indication of solid growth.”

As the city grew, developed and changed, so too
did St. Patrick’s; and it was Father McNally who
provided much of the leadership both in the com-
munity and the parish. His insight enabled a new
church and a city still in a state of adolescence to
plan for the future.

‘West Point University’

Only four years after the West Oakland parish
was founded, Father McNally contacted the
Superioress of the teaching order of St. Joseph of
Carondelet in St. Lowis and received “a favorable
answer to his request for teachers.” In December,
1883, four Carondelet Sisters arrived by steamer
from Arizona via San Diego, and another two
arrived on New Year's Day, 1884, The sisters

resided in a small frame house on Campbell and
Lincoln Streets.

On December 30, 1883, St. Patrick Parish dedi-
cated a school for girls and small boys and named
it 8t. Joseph Institute. The first teaching staff
was composed of five sisters and a superior, Sister
Florence Benigna. Less than two years later, the
Christian Brothers came to the West Oakland
parish te teach older boys.

By June, 1885, hecause there were not encugh
classrooms to meet the needs of the growing
number of students, the church shed was con-
verted inte a classroom for yvounger boys and
called "West Point University” by Sister Octavia.
During the same vear, the foundation was laid
for a convent and school building of six
classrcoms, on the corner of Campbell and
Seward Streets; and the construction was com-
pleted by January, 1886, (The name Seward has
been changed to Tenth Street; and the upper
floor of the building, which is used as classrooms
in today’s school, was a residence for sisters dur-
ing the early vears of Saint Joseph Institute.}

Labeling the West Oakland parochial schocl *'a
wonderful success,” a January 20, 1887, article in
the Oakland Tribune praised the quality of educa-
tion provided by the faculty of St. Joseph
Institute.

“In place of six nuns, there are now ten and
two more are coming soon, with one lay teacher
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St. Joseph Institute’s sixth grade class, 1893,



{Miss M. Rhodes),” the article reported. “Father
McNally's name is prominent in educational mat-
ters, his school being now a large factor in the
make up of an Oakland famed for its institutions
of learning. .. The teachers are the Brothers of
the Christian Schools and the Sisters of Saint
Joseph,”

According to Sister Eugene Francis, eighth
grade teacher and former principal of St.
Patrick's and archivist for the Carondelet
Sisters, during the late 1800s the Christian
Brothers conducted classes for boys on the middle
floor of the recently demolished parish gym-
nasium. Old time Oaklanders proudly remember
the impressive building, which was then known
as the West Oakland Auditorium.

Reports vary concerning the number of stu-
dents enrolled at St. Joseph Institute. While an
1887 Tribune article reported that “650 pupils are
on the class rolls,” early parish records indicate
that 133 boys and 121 girls attended the schools.

The archives of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Caron-
delet placed the number of students at 340 by the
1900 school year.

Former students remember a traditional cur-
riculum that was both interesting and informa-
tive. Rita Surko, who attended St. Joseph
Institute in the early 1900s and is still a
parishioner today, recalls that the Carondelet
Sisters taught geography, catechism, spelling,
arithmetic, reading and grammar to “the mostly
Irish” student body. “I was considered the best
speller in the school,” Rita reminisced. “I was the
only student who knew how to spell Missouri.”

In the early 1900s, business, clerical and
secretarial courses were also offered to the girls
of 5t. Joseph Institute, and according to reports
“met with great success.” Father McNally, as he
had done for so many other parishioners, secured
employment for many of the graduates of this
program.

A tvpical West Oakland wvie-
torian home reflected the build-
ing boom of the lute 1800 and
early 1900s.



The completion of the transcontinental raiiroads (pictured above) established Oakland as the chief center of commerce on the

Pacific Coast.

‘The Union of Rail and Ship’

Frank Kanning Mott became mayor of Oak-
land in 1905, and after only one year in office
faced a monumental challenge. Just twelve
months after his election in April, 1906, an Oak-
land Tribune article headline proclaimed: “SAN
FRANCISCO DOOMED—-GREAT EARTH-
QUAKE! Death and Destruction Sweep the Bay
Cities!” The Oakland Herald Banner declared:
“DEATH, RUIN, DISASTER LAY SAN FRAN-
CISCO LOW —Dead and Dying are Numbered By
Thousands!”

Indeed, during the Great Earthquake and
resulting fire of 1906, death and destruction
swept. through Bay Area cities—the fifteen-year-
old Leland Stanford University in Palo Alto was
destroyed, San Jose’s Agnews Asylum for the
Insane was demolished and many were killed,
San Mateo was flooded, Santa Rosa was devas-
tated and suffered a damaging fire, and in San
Francisco, where the earth tremors registered 8.5
on the Richter scale, water mains broke, gas lines
were ruptured and a tragic three-day fire
destroyed 500 city blocks. The catastrophe killed
more than 300 persons, and another 352 were
never accounted for. More than 250,000 San
Franciscans who were unable to stay in their
damaged homes, camped in Golden Gate Park or
fled down the peninsula or across the bay.

The destruction in Oakland was relatively
minor compared to the devastation of other Bay
Area locations. The Empire Building on Twelfth

Street collapsed killing five, sheds on the
Southern Pacific wharf were destroyed; several
schools were ruined,; and the Twelfth Street dam
was wrecked.

Historian Lois Rather observed that as a result
of the earthquake and fire, and the upsurge of
relief and sympathy from all over the world, Oak-
land became the center of furious activity. “Oak-
land temporarily took the place of S8an Francisco
as the metropolis of the Pacific Coast,” she
quoted one observer, “and there the finance
kings, the bankers and merchants of San Fran-
cisco of yesterday were gathering and conferring
and getting into shape the first plans for rebuild-
ing the burned city and preventing a widespread
financial panic that in the first part of the awful
catastrophe seemed certain.”

In Ogkland’s Image, Lois Rather quoted
another Qaklander who saw in the disaster an
opportunity for “new men, new blood and
energetic methads™:

The fire drove many away from San Francisco to
permanent establishment on the Qakland side, but
it is @ strange fact thot the great upheavol in the
city by the Golden Gate has already taken on the
appearance of o bleasing in disguise. New men and
new blood are appearing to take the place of old
men and old methods, and while this is true of Sen
Francisco, ir its wonderful rebirth, it is alse true of
Oakland, for everywhere you may see new names,
new faces, new firms and energetic methods. It
seems as if thousands of people were finding their
way to the city of Oakland to take advantage of the
regeneration that is going on in Califernia, not only
as a commercigl and social change, not enly ina



palitical and ethical sense, but In all directions
that make for great improvement and prosperity
and larger opportunity, and nowhere in all
California is the apportunity so open, so manifest,
and the prosperity so eastly grasped as in Oakland,
the greater Oakland of teday and tomorrets.

Indeed, the earthquake and resulting fire con-
stituted the largest single day in Oakland's
growth; and many East Bay residents saw in
the disaster an opportunity and a challenge. A
report on Qakiand's “early days” by the Chamber
of Commerce estimated that the city sheltered
from 100,000 to 150,000 earthquake “refugees”
during the first week, and more than 65,000
became permanent residents of the east bay city.
“This sudden impetus to business demanded new
facilities,” the report concluded, “and Oakland
launched into a period of growth that is almost
unparalleled in the state.”

Only five years after the greatest natural dis-
aster in Bay Area history, Mayor Frank Mott de-
clared that Oakland was "upon the threshold of
her greatness.” Hailing the great commercial
future promised by the union of rail and ship,
Mett proclaimed that “in the story of the vears,
1911 will have its place as that moment in which
the destiny of Oakland as a great commercial city
stood revealed to all her people. .. It is today that
we may declare that Oakland shall stand as the
symbol of something different from the achieve-
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parishioners of St. Patrick’s.

Southern Pacific had its own fire department at the West Oakland yards in 1906; and many of the firemen pictured were

ments of the past, and worthier than the mere
examples of a bygone age. Gakland shall symbol-
ize the union of commerce and culiure. Her work
shall be the expression of a new ideal, the ideal of
a great modern city.”

By the second decade of the twentieth century,
Oakland —the terminal of four great transconti-
nental railroads and the chief center of commerce
on the Pacific Coast —had come of age. By 1911
the harbor—27 miles of waterfront and eight
miles of docks tapped by four transcontinental
lines and dotted with factories —was one of the
most superh in America. Under Mott's guidance
the next decade was one of growth for the east
bay city. The harbor was equipped with modern
warehouses, electric cranes and a belt railway; a
million and one-haif dollar city hall was erected:
the system of parks, boulevards, playgrounds and
museums was expanded; a municipal auditorium
and convention hall, a modern Southern Pacific
depot on Sixteenth Street, and a new Oakland
Hotel was constructed; H. C. Capwell built a new
$400,000 department store; a million dellar
Claremont Hotel was completed: and $100,000
mansions dotted the foothills from Berkeley to
Hayward.

Bolstered by the corporate powers of Standard
0Oil and Southern Pacific, and blessed with a
superb harbor, the city, which had taken its name




from the sturdy growth of live oaks, was emerg-
ing as a twentieth century cily. As oaks and
marshland, farms and muddy streets vanished,
the future of steel and concrete emerged. During
the first two decades of the twentieth century,
Oakland plunged forward into the promises and
problems of the modern era, and left behind an
old and cherished and forgotten way of life.

‘A Melting Pot’

Royal E. Towns, historian and photographer,
described West Oakland during the years be-
tween the Great Earthquake and the Roaring
Twenties as “‘integrated.” He remembers
Prescott School which he called *a melting pot";
the Irish who worked as firemen, engineers and
conductors; the Portuguese immigrants who
later moved to the Fruitvale district and San
Leandro; the blacks who came from New Orleans
to work as porters for the Pullman Company and
in the shipyards during World War [; the
refugees of the Great Earthquake; the German,
Swedish and Norwegian immigrants; and the
lalian district—"Tin Can Alley,”

Royal, who was born in West Qakland in 1899,
recalls that the early 1900s were the days of the
saloons— Rosie’s, Sarment’s and Bernard’s were
patronized by the Portuguese; the Irish drank
and laughed and fought at Connolly's and
Lynch’s; and black West Oaklanders gathered at
William’s, Lytle's, the Olympic, Turf and
Keystone. Despite the ethnic diversity, however,
there was a feeling of solidarity in West Qakland.

Roval Towns remembers a priest named
McNally, who “took care of his parishioners and
students” and ““got them decent jobs.” And Royal
still smiles as he recalls McNally and the Irish,
the railroads and the shipyards, “the melting
pot” and “"Tin Can Alley” —for thiz was West
Oakland and these were good days.

‘Always Rode a White Horse’

The second decade of the century was also an
important one in the history of 8t. Patrick’s—in
1912 the Christian Brothers departed the West
Oakland parish and the following year the Caron-
delet Sisters introduced coeducation at St. Joseph
Institute; in 1913 Father McNally died after
serving the West Oskland community for more
than 35 years; the community celebrated the
installation of two pastors; in 1917 a fire nearly
destroyed the church; and in 1918 an influenza
epidemic ravaged the Bay Area.

For more than three-and-one-half decades, St.
Patrick Parish, founded primarily as a church to
serve the Irish section hands. firemen and throt-
tle benders who came wesi with the rails, was
“Father McNally's Parish.” In 1913, St. Patrick’s
was saddened by his death, and to this day his
energy and dedication are remembered by the
West Oakland community. Father Mac's spirit
will always be with the parish he built and loved.

More than 30 vears after Father McNaily's
death, Walter J. Johnston recalled the West Oak-
land pastor’s personality and dedication in a Tri-
bune column, “The Knave™;

8t. Pairick Catholic Church, at 10th and Perafta
Sireets, West Oakland, brings memories to Waliter
J. Johnsten, whose parents came here from Liver-
pool, England, many years ago, along with many
irish immugrants. “My mother took me to St
Patrick Church and a great Irish priest, Rev. J B,
McNelly, who took me in hand and related to me
the history of the siart of this church,” says
Joknston. “About 1000 families resided in Wesl
Oakiend, mostly Irish and Portuguese. A leader
was needed to look after their spiritual welfare. . .
Father McNally was chosen for the job.. He
worked alone until 1896 —when he had two able
assistants, the Rev. Jomes Kiely and Rev. John
McNally, his nephew. ‘Father Mac was not afraid
to apeak his mind. He would sy on Sunday morn-
ing: ‘John Duffy, married man, small wages, gave
$5 to the Church; Walter Flanagan, single man,
good wages, gave 50 cents.’ Alse he would never let
one kneel on one knee. He loved to smoke cigars
and he would send me to a special cigar factorsy
operated by Herman Frisch on Seventh Street, He
alvaye rode a white horse to ball games out on
Peraltg Street. . . Some of our leading citizens owe
much to Father Mac, . ."'

In 1907 a bond issue was passed through the
efforts of Father McNally, City Councilman John
Mullins, George Fitzgerold, Mr. Gross and John P
Irish and deFremery Park was born. . In 1810 a
portion of the area was set aside for playground
purposes and this section will soon contain one of
the swimming pools to be built by the City of Oak-
land.

In *The Chimes,” a 1913 publication eulogiz-
ing the death of Father McNally, the Irish priest
was remembered as an eloguent teacher, a
zealous worker, a friend of the poor, and a beloved
pastor. “Tell my people to pray for me,” were
Father McNally's last words.

He was succeeded by Father Maurice Barry,
who was often described as “'a humble but zealous
man.” During his years at St. Patrick’s, a fire
destroyed much of “the church ediface” causing
$1400 damage. As a result of “worries and hard
labor,” Father Barry died in 1919, and Reverend
James O’Connell was named the new pastor. He
served for eight years, and was later transferred
to St. Augustine Parish.



Farishioners are pictured on the steps of Old 8t. Patrick Church prior to World War 1.

‘A Good (Or Bad) Wind’

A 1918 influenza epidemic, which ravaged the
Bay Area, closed St. Joseph Institute for five
weeks. The Carondelet Sisters recorded their
rememberances of the epidemic, which left many
dead, in the religious order's archives:

On account of the prevailonce of the influenza
epidemic we were nhliged 1o close school for five
weeks, We reopened on November 25th but were
chliged to close again after teaching three weeks. In
December, seven of the sisters succumbed to the
disease and we lost Sister Donala after q severe ifl-
ness which lasted about o week.

None of the invalid sisters were aliowed to leaue
the house until after Chrisimas. We commenced
school ngain on January Tth and hed quite a good
number of pupils Hll its close on June 22nd. ..

On account of the illness of our sisters and the
death of our beloved Sr. Donata, the closing exer-
cises were rather of a quiet nature. However, some
of our former puplls and members of the YMI and
YLI volunteered to give us en entertainment. They
presented «a patrivtic parade which was pro-
nounced wvery good by the large, appreciative
audience, and nefted a nice sum for the sisters

In 1927, Father Edward Maher was appointed
pastor of 3t, Patrick’s and served in the West
Oakland parish until January, 1929, when he was
transferred to a San Jose parish. During the next
five months, Father Thomas (’Malley acted as

administrator of St. Patrick’s.

Many of the “old familiar faces™ and most dedi-
cated parishioners had moved from the West
Oakiland neighborhoods, and by the late 1920s,
St. Patrick Parish was even more an immigrant
“melting pot” than during the years following
the 1906 earthquake. Yugoslavs, Italians,
Hispanics, Blacks, and a variety of social and
economic refugees had taken the place of Irish
and Portuguese immigrants.

In 1929, the Fathers of the Society of the
Divine Word took charge of the West Qakland
parish whose buildings were badly in need of
repair. A letter from the American-Yugoslav
Mothers' Club written to Archbishop Edward J.
Hanna of San Francisco decried “the state of sad
dilapidation and even disrepute” of the church,
the school and other parish buildings. The corres-
pondence described the parish facilities as a
“series of dilapidated barns and shacks that are
rapidly falling apart and in sad decay, ..”

The Divine Word Missionary who was
appointed to rescue the West Ouakland parish
from “dilapidation and decay” was Polish-born
Father Anthony Hullin. By February, 1932, the
pastor had remodeled St. Joseph Institute,
renamed it St. Patrick School, and despite the
age and condition of other parish buildings made
many other improvements.
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Yugoslav organizations, which were now a
dominant force in the parish community, praised
Father Hullin for “his multitudinous efforts to
gather the youth of the parish from the degrad-
ing dance halls, movies and other horrors of the
present American era, and bringing them hack
into specially organized enteriainments held in
the parish auditorium.”

In 1933, praising Father Hullin's “magnificent
achievements,” the American-Yugoslav Mothery’
Club vigorously protested their pastor's transfer.
Despite their objections, the popular Father
Hullin was replaced by Divine Word Father
William Benz,

in the winter of 1938, "harsh weather” caused
structural damage to 8t. Patrick Church and two
of the deteriorated towers were removed. Father
Benz informed Archbishop John J. Mitty that the
parish buildings had been neglected and that
renovation, painting and repair were needed:

Something must be done in the near future, as we
have over 800 families to provide with 3,000 souls
oh our records. We have 250 children in our school
and could have many more if we had the means to
ook after them. The mujority of our people are very
poor living in the stums of Oakland, and therefore
much cannot be expected from them.

For the last nine years, the priests have returned
8500 to $600 of their salary to the parish yearly
and did much of the janitorial work to keep down
expenses.

Much damage has been done to the parish when
the boulevard for the bridge was made, for many of
the homes were wrecked and the good parishioners
moved to different sections of the city. Should the
real estate people buy up some of the property and
erect large apartment houses as some people are
saying, and if the Navy is to go through with the
base, the parish should have o great future.

Times had changed for St. Patrick’s and West
Oakland —the *vld timers” had moved, street
construction resulted in the destruction of many
homes, old parish buildings were in need of con-
stant repair, and families suffering from the

Members of St Patrick Parish’s
Children of Mary Sodality enjoyed
breghkfust after Mass on Sunday,
Cetober 20, 1929

economic chaos of the Great Depression could not
raise the necessary funds to rebuild St. Patrick’s.
Despite the economic adversity., Father Benz
looked to the future with optimism and
enthusiasm.

One year after the pastor's letters to the
archbishop, leaking roofs on the parish hall and
convent were repaired and the hall and rectory
received a coat of paint and some needed repairs.
However, deterioration of parish buildings was
still a major concern of Divine Word Father Her.
man J. Patzelt, a former missionary in Africa,
who succeeded Father Benz as pastor in 1941,

The new pastor's first report to the San Fran-
cisce Archdiocesan Building Committee
described the old woeden church as “swaying in
all directions.” “Old St. Patrick Church in Qak-
land has been in dire need of repairs for many
vears,” Father Patzelt informed the committee.
“I feel the church is good for many more years to
come if some extensive repairs are made in the
near future. On windy days the building is sway-
ing in all directions; if nothing is done soon, a
good (or bad) wind may ruin the huilding beyond
repair.”

By 1942 the deterioration of the old wooden
structure continued, the decision was made to
build a new St. Patrick Church, and the parish
auditorium-gymnasium was moved 62 feet to
make room for the new building. The United
States and the shipyards of West Oakland,
however, had been plunged into a world war and
all efforts were concentrated on defeating Japan
and Germany. For the next three years, the cor-
ner lot on Tenth and Peralta stood vacant and on
January 1, 1945, citing “extreme scarcity of criti-
cal materials” and “present emergency condi-
tions,” the War Production Board denied permis-
sion for construction of a new St. Patrick Church.
By October, 1945, American troops were vic-
torious, soldiers were returning home, and the
construction of a new church at St. Patrick’s
hegan.



In April, 1937, 94 children from St. Patrick’s and Prescott Schools received First Commaunion. Divine Word Fuather Henry
Marusa is pictured with the students on the steps of Old St. Patrick Church.

‘But a Pleasant Memory’

With the dropping of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima, Japan, and the birthk of a new age, it
is symbolic that Saint Patrick Church —old, tra-
ditional, wooden—was replaced by a more
modern, simple structure with stucco walls and
lowered ceiling. The year 1945 was the end of an
era and a way of life—the last war America
would win, the lasi war of the conventional
weapons age, the end of the grand era of radio,
and the end of the New Deal. And that year—
1945—marked the beginning of a new age of
atomic power, air and space travel, technology
and a faster paced existence. The creeking, sway-
ing, wooden church —66-vears-old—was from a
different age.

Father Patzelt, who had initiated the building
project, would not see its completion because of
illness; and in September, 1945 he was succeeded
by Divine Word Father Anthony Humel, a former
missionary in China, who had been ordained in
Detroit, Michigan in 1922,

The birth of 2 new church building and the
death of the creeking, wooden structure evoked a
historical fervor on the part of many West Oak-
landers—both Catholic and non-Catholic. In
many publications, including the Ockland Tri-
bune and The West of Market Boys' Journal, wri-
ters and historians pondered “the good old days.”

The following article headlined, “Historic St.
Patrick’s To Give Way To New Church,”
appeared in a December, 1945 Tribune:

Historic 8t. Patrick’s Church of Oakland, which
has served the religious needs of West Qukland
Catholic residents for 86 years, soon is to be re-
placed by a new church. Construction of the new
$75,000 edifice will begin tomorrow, fellowing
breaking of ground on Friday.

The history of St. Patrick's Parish began in 1878
with the arrival in West Oakland of Rev. 4 B
McNaily— “Father Mac™ to his many friends—who
in the 35 years of his pastoraie, before his death in
1913, became one of the most-beloved priests i the
city and ore of Oaklund’s outstanding citizens,

St. Patrick’s has a new pastor as the building of the
new church begins. He is Rev. Anthony Humel,
SVD, wha arrived a week ago from St. Mary’s Mis-
sion House ai Techny, Hlinois, ta sucreed Rev. Her-
man Patzelt The lalter has gone to the Mission
Hause for o rest because of his henith. ..

The old church, at Tenth and Peralta Streets, wifl
be used unttf completion of the new building,
designed on the styvle of the early Culifornia mis-
sions. The church built in 18789, then will be razed.
it stands toward the rear of the property and the
new church is being erected on the corner. The old
edifice, with a zeating capacity of 500, coust $8,000
66 years agu. Its replacement will have ¢ capacity
of 280, and will be built for $§75.000.

An article headiined “Ancient Church In Final
Year,” published in the December 20, 1945 Tri-
bune, recalled the parishioners love for the “worn,
wooden” church, and commented on the pride and
faith of “Old St. Patrick’s™:



The interior of Gl St Patrick Chureh

Chrstmas carols ure ringing out from (Md St
Patrick's, the worn, wooden Catholte Church at
1023 Peralta Street for the lust of its 68 vears, By
Easter time the devout will rejoice tn the risen
Christ in a $75,000 new chureh home, o monyment
to the faith of its JOG0 members.

Workers now are constructing the California mis-
sfon tvpe structure and when it s campleted the old
church, with its high. arehed auditorium where the
candles of farth have glowed for generations will be
torne down. As o hutlding it will he gone —but the
farth O 5t Patrick’s has Aoused w il be recolled,
Judt as it was by g woman who came to call on its
present pastur, Father Anthony Humel, last week,
to tell him that she was murried in the church 40
yerrs agn— before the same altar from which last
services were held for her parents. She had fived in
Massachussets for over 40 years but 2 was s#ll
“my church.”

It Ans the praverful gratitude too of o maother for
whom a novena was satd that her son might be
home for Christmas, He walked in one dav last
week, In return, his mother made a sizable dona-
tion to the building of the new church— but her love
is for the old one.

8t Patrick s was established primorily as a parish
for the frish of that district, a maferity of whose
men worked in the nearby Southern Pecific yards.
Today it serves no less than ten nationality groups.
It always has been o famidy church and much
interest centers in the adjorning St. Patrick School
with 375 sfudents. The school is newer than the
church end the new church building will conform
fo I8 cream stuceo exterior,

But by far the greatest pride was expressed by the
Rev. Father Humel as he reported that Old St
Patrick's has given 35 of iis younyg men to the
priesthood and that 53 of s voung women have
become nuns.

The old parish hall gymnasium (right), the wooden gothic church, and the
school as they appeared in the early 1940s.
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New St. Patrick Church was dedicated in October, 1947, The parish
tiure, was soon moved to a location at the rear of the church.

In an October, 1946, West of Market Boys’ Jour-
nal article entitled “"Reminiscing.” John L.
Zunino recalled days long passed—“the pleasant
memory of old 8t. Patrick’s,” the old reed organ,
Father Mac, the antics of choir boys, a Christian
Brother who collected tobacco from the students,
and the days of the nicolodeons:

The other day T had oecasion to cell on Father
Humel, pastor of 5t Patrick’s Church in West Ogk-
tand. At the conclusion of my visit, he asked me if I
would like to see the new St. Patrick's. It is ¢
beautiful, modern, mission-type church, a credit to
West Oaklund. One ocutstanding thing is the new
organ purchased by Father Humel How many
remember the old reed organ in the old church?

Which takes one back many years ago. A lot of
West of Merket Boys attended church services
there, and a lot served as altar bovs under Father
McNelly. Who will ever forget Father Mar as he
was affertionately called ?

Earl Smith, who passed away a short time ago,
and whom [ ran around o lot with, told me many
an cmusing yarn about his boyhood at St
FPatrick's, while attending school and also as an
altar buy. On one occasion while rehearsing with
the choir in the old choir toft, he and severa! others
dared “Pickles” Martin to put his finger into an
emply electric light socket. He did. Besides getting
a shock, he short-circuited the wires and put the
lights out in the church,

Quite a few of the boys will remember the brothers
teho taught school before the sisters arrived. Does
anyone remember the brother who collected the
chewing lobacco and smoking tobacco from the
kids. He had an uncenny way of knowing who had

*

all-gvmnasium, which is located to the right in this pic-

the tobacco. He'd make the kids depouit the tobaeco
in a draiver in the brother's desh. The boys were
supplying the brother with plenty of tobacco. They
soon got shmarl.

Seeing the old church brings back memories of
the old neighborhood, whether one be Catholic or
Protestant. We alil lived in the same neighborhood
and played in the old school yard as kids. I never
attended gchool there, but played in the yard with
friends of mine who did attend.

I'll never forget how Father Mac would pass the
box at the kids Mass and collect the nickles and
dimes our folks gave us to contribute. Those days
the nicolodeans or movie houses charged a nickle to
see the pictures, so we tried to ditch a nickle. But
Father Mac seemed to sense we had something hid-
den, sa after a second fook at us, down would go
our hand to the botiom of our pockets and up
would come the other nickle.

Many and many are the stortes that could be told
about Old St. Patrick’s. Who will ever forget the
old 8t. Puirick's Day celebrations, usually held in
the school auditorium. One year I took part, pley-
ing my little old squeeze box, and on looking over
the program I discovered that mine was the only
foreign name on the program, the rest being all
Irish_In later years, old families began moving out
of the old neighborhood little by Hitle, until fow
were left. I'll never forget an entertainment at St.
Patrick’s where the entertainers were either Slavs
or ltaliens, and only two Irish names appeared in
the program. The master of ceremonies happened
to be our own Bill Lenihan.

It won't be long but that the Old 8t. Patrick's wil!
be but a pleasant memory to old time residents of
West Oaklond.




Another West Oaklander, Walter T. Johnston
alse did some reminiscing in “The Knave™:

West Ockland was The Point in other days and a
resident there was W.T. Johnston whose memories
are stirred todav He tells me: “! attended St
Patrick Cathelic School ot 10th end Peralie
Streets. The pastor was the Rev. Father MeNully,
knwvwn to us as Father Mae, We organized a ball
elud and did not have any suits. So two fine gentle-
men from the parish, Donchue uand Murphy,
donated the suits, They owned a saloon at the cor-
ner of Seienth and Pine Streets, so we named the
team after them and cleaned up on EURTYONE EXCEDL
8t. Marv's College, who beat ws 3o 2"

How many Oaklanders remember 8t Joseph
Institute, located at 10th and Peralta Streets,
organized in 1882 by the Rev. J.B. McNallv, o
school for boys and girls? Two hundred students
were enrolled under the supervision of the Sisters
of 8t Joseph of Carondelet. Sister Florence
Benigna O'Reilly was the first superior in 1883.
The first graduate was Miss Nellie Devers. The
school grew so fast they had to turn ¢ lunch shed
into o classroom. .. The very thought of this school
provokes o lof of memaories that fill the heart with
laughter and tears. [ see the kindly Sisters and
Christian Brothers. I can hear the sweet harmony
of 8t. Joseph Athletic Club Comedy Four. This club
was always among the leaders (n the Cotholic
School League.

I am now in the sunset of tife, but when I hear my
family talk of reunion, my step guickens. I can
hardiy wait to meet the old grads to capture once
again the foy of life and the glamor of fiving.

When the new building was completed in 19486,
parishioner William J. Lenihan recorded his
"Items of Interest Regarding Our New Church”
in a publication dedicating the new St. Patrick's.
The text, which was written in 1946, is
appropriately reprinted in 1980, because the new
St. Patrick Church of the post World War 11 eru is
“our 8t. Patrick Church of today™:

The architecturel stvle of the new St Patrick
Church iz that known especially throughout the
California missions, as mission stvle architeciure.
The early Franciscan missionaries who labored in
California were very much hampered by funds and
materials in building their mission churches. They
therefore endeavored to build their churches nn a
plan thet united economy and practicability uith
beauty too. Therefore they developed a plan in
which no wasted or useless space was found. The
ceiling is the roof; the weils were comparatively
low, and no high tower could be seen from the dis-
tance to which the traveller might look for direc-
tion. Often the bell of the church was hung in a lit-
tle nicke at the top of the front wall of the church.
More frequently, a specinl little stand or tower was
constructed beside the church for the bell.

Everything inside the church also had its special
place, and although rather close and compact, vet
the arrangement was such as lo combine with if
beauty and harmony.

We find the same in the new church of St. Patrick's.
The exterior gives one a delightful sentiment of
beauty and puts one in the right mood for piety and
devotion. On entering the vestibule, one notices o
the right the baptistry, where the gates of heaven
will be opened to the new born infant in the Sacra-
ment of Baptism. To the lef! the steps will be found
that lead ilo the chotr; and betiween the two

entrance doors St. Patrick will stund to guard the
place dedicated to God's worship and to his honor.

In addition to the construction of the new mis-
sion-style church, Father Humel also made other
improvements to parish huildings, which
included recovering the gymnasium roof and
painting the school. After the demolition of the
old wooden church, the parish hall-gymnasium
had once again been moved to a position facing
Tenth Street.

Throughout the 1940s nearly 400 students
attended St. Patrick’s annually, and Father
Humel purchased property adjacent to the school
building on Campbell Street to enlarge the over-
crowded playground.

‘A Refugee Parish’

On October 13, 1946, Archbishop John Mitty
blessed and dedicated the mission-style church on
the corner of Tenth and Peralta Streets —and the
old gave way to the new. The families that
attended Mass in the new St. Patrick Church had
& much greater ethnic diversity than the pre-
dominantly Irish congregation that had worship-
ped in a4 new wooden St. Patrick's 66 years ear-
lier.

By the mid 1940s, the largest ethnic group in
the parish was Mexican-American. There were
also many ltalian, Portuguese, Croation. and
Black parishioners, and a rapidly declining num-
ber of Irish families. Though times had changed,
St. Patrick’s continued to be a “refugee parish.”
Where once the Irish had come to escape the star-
vation and economic oppression of Europe and
the bigotry of many American communities, now
other ethnic and racial groups sought a new
beginning. Black Americans, for example, came
to West Oakland during the world war seeking
employment opporiunities in the shipyards and
hoping te leave behind the racism and oppression
of the South. Their hope was that St. Patrick's
and West Oakland would epen its arms to them
as it had to the [rish.

In November, 1946, to help meet the needs of
the increasing number of black parishioners,
Father Humel established the Knights of St.
Peter Claver, a Catholic organization for black
males founded in New Orleans, and a Ladies Aux-
liary.

‘Seeking Better Housing’

During the 1940s and early 50s, St. Pairick's
pastors noted in annual reports te the
Archdiocese of San Francisco that the parish
population was changing dramatically. Futher
Patzelt recorded the following observations in his
reports to the archdiocese during the early 1940s:

"Some of the bhest parishioners had to sell their
homes and move to other parts of the city on
account of the Federal Housing Project. Close to



2060 homes are being torn down. Church and
schoeol suffer very much.”

“Thirty-five fumilies and 60 pupilz were forced
to mave on account of the Federal Housing Pro-
ject,” he reported one year later. The pastor also
noted in reports that the closing of the shipyards
during the post war era “caused many families to
move.”

On December 31, 1948, the Society of the
Divine Word Fathers relinguished St Patrick
Purish, in Father Humcl's words, “for various
reasons, principally because sufficient priests
were not available to staff the parish.™ St
Patrick's was restored to the care of Lthe diocesan
clergy on January 1. 1949; Father Louis J. Miller
was appointed pastor; and in his first annual
report Father Miller also commented on popula-
tion changes in West Oakland.

“"There 1s a constant tendency for these 1n
higher hrackets to move out of the parizh, and
those in the lower brackets to move in.” he
ohserved.

‘A Place One Belonged To’

Despite pasturs’ reporis decrying federal pro-
Jects and an exodus of parishioners, many whe
lived in West Oakland during the 1940s and early
505 remember those times as “the good old days.”

Father Gearge Stephens joins the first class to graduate in the new St. Patrick Church i June. 1947

Carondelet Sisier Carmel Garcia and Carmen
Vinella, who is secretary of 8t Patrick School
and chairperson of the Qakland Diocesan
Liturgical Commission, recall that their West
Oakland “was a real neighhorheod.”

It was the type of neighborhood where vou
weren't afraid to go out and play in the evening.”
Sister Carmel, who moved to 14th Street during
the early 1940s, commented. “All the kids from
14th to Center Street would meet to roller skate,
ride bikes or just to visit. It was the big thing in
the days before television for all the families in
the neighborhood to visit on the front stairs after
dinner. I remember the fun evervone had.”

She stressed that people in these old, but well-
kept homes and well groomed vards lived in
neighborhoods where there was a friendly spirit.
“The community was family-centered,” she
noted. "'T don't remember any broken or single-
parent families.”

Both Sister Carmel. who teaches at 5t. Per-
petua School in Lafayette, and Carmen remember
the city and the neighborhood well—the cigar
factory on Center Street (I can still recall the
smell of the cigars that permeated the neighbor-
hood at times!"}; the treat of going to Carnation
or the soda fountain on Fourteenth Street for ice
cream; afternoons in deFremery Park: the
Nabisco Shredded Wheat Company; evening and
weeckend movies at the Peralta Theater; riding



the Key System (“If you got lost, you could follow
the No. 12 tracks home.”}; the “hig treat” of
going downtown or to East Oakland (“We stayed
in our neighborhood more than kids today.”}); pic-
nics and hoat rides on Lake Merritt; the
boathouse; watching the ducks on the lake or the
fireworks on the Fourth of July; the library on
Seventh and Peralta (“It’s a grocery store
today.”); and the good-natured rivalry between
Prescott and St. Patrick’s (“Those kids from
Prescott!”).

The variety of racial and ethnic groups—Ita-
lian, Yugoslav, Hispanic, Irish, Portuguese and
Black —contributed to the spirit and the
character of the West Oakland neighboerhoods.
3t. Patrick School, Sister Carmel recalled, was
well integrated. “However,” she noted, “when
you're young, you don’'t pay much attention to
what color people are.”

Sister Carmel, who attended St. Patrick’s
grades one through eight and graduated in 1950,
described the school and parish as “a center,” a
place one “helonged to.”

“I have so many good memories of school,” she
reminisced. “There was always such a friendly
atmosphere. The kids from our neighborhood
would walk to school together, home for lunch
and home again after school. Everyday we would
stop and visit Mrs. Ward—a very good Catholic
and a lovely older lady who loved chiidren.”

“A good memory I have is that school was a
center for us—we always felt welcomed,” Sister

S. Ptriciz Glee Cfu 1 8.

Carmel commented. “Those were the days when
you would go to Confession every Saturday; and
after Confession we'd ring the Sisters’ deorbell.
We were always welcomed—1I can never remem-
ber anyone turning us away. It was such a good,
happy environment that when we went on to
high school, we continued to belong to the parish
choir and to sing at Sunday Mass.”

*Carmen, who lives in San Leandro today,
emphasized that both the Sisters and the priests
were always available. “Their door was always
open,” she recailed. “The priests visited the
homes in the neighborhood and coached the CYQ
teams. We had good priests in our parish.”

Both Sister Carmel and Carmen remember two
associate pastors—Father Andrew Topel and
Father George Stephens. The latter was
described as “quite a character, popular, well-
liked by the students, and marvelous.”

“Father Topel left to be a missionary in India
when I was in fourth grade,” Sister Carmel
recalled. “This friendly man, who visited
throughout the neighborhood, made a real impact
on my life. There was a great void in the parish
when he left. When he went to India | kept in
contact with him by letter—I think a stamp was
three cents in those days. Later he was killed
while driving on a motorcycie to his mission. [
will never forget Father Topel.” The parishioners
of 8t. Patrick’s never forgot the missionary. After
his death, they raised money in his name for
parish projects.



Carmen also recalled the many school and
parish activities—Saturday volleyball in the
parish hall, bazaars, festivals, St. Patrick’s Day
celebrations, May processions, plays, musicals,
Yugoslav dances, girl scout campiug trips, drill
instruction and athletic competition.

_—

“The big thing in those days was Major Carey
and his drill instruction,” Sister Carmel! recalled.
“We would go to San Francisco in our green and
white uniforms and compete with Catholic
schools from all over. Everyone looked forward to
Major Carey and drill instruction.”

“We wanted to be a part of the school and
parish,” she reminisced. *“We wanted to stay close
even when we went off to high school. There was
a kind of belonging thal was very much a part of
the time. People participated in and really
appreciated 3t. Patrick Parish.”

“St. Patrick’s made a tremendous impression
on me,” she continued, “and because of that, 1
became a Sister of St. Joseph. The friendiiness of
the Sisters is one thing T will always remember.”

“We lived in West Qakland and attended St.
Patrick’s at a marvelous time,” Carmen con-
cluded. “Everyone knew evervone—it was a real
neighboerhood.”

Both Carmen and Sister Carmel noted that
many of the familiar faces of the neighborhood
had disappeared by the mid 1950s, and many of
the homes were demoiished as a result of work on
the Nimitz.,

- o

Father Anthony Humel is pictiered with the 1948 graduating class.




‘The Vanishing Point’

The exodus of parishioners and students and
the construction of the Nimitz Freeway con-
cerned Father Louis Miller, the pastor of St.
Patrick’s during the early 1950s. His annual
reports bemoaned ‘‘the shrinkage'” of the
Catholic population: “The exodus of parishioners
continues. During the year 72 children left our
school because their families moved out of the
district. Demolition of homes to make way for the
freeway has already begun on Fifth Sireet. Resi-
dents in the vicinity of Cypress Street, which
included some of our better families, have
received notice, for the same reason, to vacate
their property.”

“The shrinkage in the Catholic population was
particularly noticeable this year,” Father Miller
reported in 1954, “Many families were forced to
move because of the demolition of huildings along
Fifth Street, and especially the widening of
Cypress Street. The white population of Croa-
tions, Italians, and Portuguese is rapidly
approaching the vanishing point.”

Despite the exodus of familiar faces, St.
Patrick's was an active parish during the early
1950s. Stella Martinez and Dorothy Gomez, who
have lived in the West Oakland community for
nearly 40 years and serve on the parish council
today, recall that “there were lots of things going
on in those days.” Bazaars and school activities
were favorite events; and Italian, Portuguese,
Yugoslavy and Hispanic celebrations brought a
muiti-cultural flavor to the parish.

On March 13, 1955, the care of the
parishicners of 8t. Patrick's was once again
placed in the hands of the Society of the Divine
Word Missionaries, and Father Joseph Garrity
was appointed pastor. Using the same words as
his predecessors, Father Garrity also commented
on the declining Catholic population in his
parish.

In December, 1956, Divine Word Father Cle-
ment J. Meyer was appointed pastor of St.
Patriek’s, and in his first report to the
archdiocese commented on an increase in the
number of Catholic families from 138 to 300. By
the next year, however, the “registered family
population™ had declined significantly.

In the late 1950s and early 60s, the number of
registered Catholic families continued to decline
in West Oakland; the hlack population continued
to increase while many whites abandoned Oak-
land communities; St. Patrick School suffered as
enrollment declined; and the parish, like so many
other urban churches, was unable to meet the
financial burden of hiring lay teachers.

According to Father Meyer's reports, urban
renewal, a new post office, the destruction of
many homes, and a “loss of Catholic population”
made the future of St. Patrick’s bleak. “The West
Oakland area is slated for complete urban
renewal by the City of Qakland,” he wrote. “In

recent months, a 15 block area was cleared com-
pletely of housing to make way for a post office
building. Some 320 families were evacuated.”
What annual reports did not reveal was the
fact that the parishioners who continued to live
and to worship in the St. Patrick’s community
worked enthusiastically to support the parish
and school. Despite the problems that plagued
West Qakland and all urban communities, the
people of St. Patrick’s would not allew their
parish to become a victim of the urban crisis.

‘A Place To Stay—For Awhile’

“The Irish are gone,” journalist Jim Kelly
wrote in 1960. “Their once proud houses slump,
row on row, paint peeling or gone, windows
cracked, front stoops tilting at tired angles.”

Kelly's article in The Monitor, the newspaper of
the San Francisco Archdiocese, reflected on the
changing face of the West Oakland community.

“Children play their endless, shrieking, happy
games through refuse spilling across the
sidewalk and into the gutter,” The Monitor article
continued. “On most blocks their skin is black.
On some it's brown; the shouts are in Spanish.

“This is where the poorest of the poor can find
a home, to die in, or to make a start in. This is St.
Patrick’s.”

Kelly interviewed Father Clement Meyer, who
spoke of his parish in terms of “a place to stay—
for awhile.”

“We're in a residential island surrounded by
industry,” he commented. “There are two federal
housing projects, and if a family can’t find room
there, they can usually locate an old house to rent
cheap. This is a mecca for Negroes moving into
California from the deep South and for the
Spanish-speaking who aren’t wanted elsewhere.
It's a place to stay—for awhile.”




Louwise and Grace Cochran attend a 1960 8t Pairick’s
Sunday Muass.

‘To Remold Our Cities’

What the pastors perceived as a major
problem —the declining number of parishioners —
was overshadowed by the more serious issues of
racism, poveriy, neglect, a lack of city planning,
injustice, and a lack of decent housing and equa!
education. Call it racism or white flight, call it
economic progress or “moving up the ladder” or
upward mobility, call it suburban growth or
urban decline, call it neglect or immorality —
West Oakland and urban centers throughout the
nation were abandoned by those of [rish, [talian,
Anglo-Saxon, (German, Portuguese and Slavic
heritage and left to the new urban populations of
Blacks and Hispanics, who inherited vacated
businesses, declining neighborhoeds, crumbling
houses, and ineffective government rehabilita-
tion projects. A majority of the new citizens of
West Oakland —the politically disenfranchised,
the unemployed, and the poor —had no resources
to rebuild the abandoned neighborhoods, and the
government failed to respond to the needs of this
and other urban communities. The crisis had
been developing, festering and growing for
decades; no real solutions had been scught: and
the problems had been ignored.

In QOqkland's Image, historian Lois Rather
addressed the problems of population change.
poverty and the lack of city planning in what she
called “the struggling metropoly” —issues that
continue to concern the people of West Oakland
today.

“After the First World War,” she wrote, "Qak-
iand hoomed and spread withoul comfort of zon-
ing or planning, the middle-cluss moving toward
the ‘pretty hills,” while pockets of minority settle-
ments developed in the flatlands.™

“A ‘tremendous influx of Negro workers’ came
in World War 11." she continued, “Imported to
work in the shipvards, many were housed in
‘iltegally subdivided old homes™ of victorian
design and age.”

“Thus," said Warren Hinckle in a Ramparts
article, “"race begins at sea level in Oakland.
Some 90.000 Oakland Negroes, constituting
almost one quarter of the city’s total population,
are jammed into restricted and blighted flatland
areas on both the east and west sides of the city,
As the height above sea level increases, the
population becomes paler.”

For the most part, government and business
had ignored the housing crisis, unemployment
and poverty; the political system and ineffective
bureaucracies had heen unable to address the
needs of the urban communities; and perhaps
many local churches were too concerned with
population statistics and too unconcerned with
the crisgis that was emerging in urban neighbor-
hoods.

By the 1960s, the urban crisis could no longer
be ignored. ITn November, 1960, Americans res-
ponded to the challenges of a new decade and
elected a president who promised to inject
vitality into a tired governmental structure and
breathe new life into inefficient and indifferent
bureaucracies. “What is the use,” Grover Cleve-
land once asked, “of being elected or re-elected
uniess you stand for something?” To many
impoverished, alienated, and disenfranchised
Americans, John Fitzgerald Kennedy stood “for
something”; he represented change, a revival of
our national spirit, and a restoration of the
American purpose. The Kennedy era—*the New
Frontier” —in the words of Walter Lippmann,
was a time “‘to come alive and to be alert and to
show vigor, and not to keep mouthing the same
old slogans, and not to dawdle ziong in the same
old ruts.”

President Kennedy responded to the needs and
aspirations of urban Americans, when he proc-
laimed: “I believe in an America where every
family can live in a decent home in a decent
neighhorhood —where children can play in parks
and playgrounds, not in the streets of slums—
where no home is unsafe or unsanitary—where a
good docter and a good hospital are neither too
far away, nor too expensive —and where water is
clean and the air is pure and the streets are safe
at night.”




And President John F. Kennedy spoke on
behalf of thoese living in our nation’s inner city
neighhorhoods from New York to West Qakland,
when he emphasized: "Our communities are
what we make them. We as a nation have before
us the opportunity to remold our citiea, to
improve our patterns of community development
and to provide for the housing needs of all seg-
ments of our population. . "

Parishinners greeted their new pasinr, Father Clarence
Howard. in August, 1964

‘Father Howard’s Parish’

Four years after John F. Kennedy's inaugural
exhortation to “ask what you can do for your
country,” Divine Word Father Clarence Howard
brought to the West Oakland parish of the new
Oukland Diocese a spirit of service and pride, and
a sense of community. Father Howard's distribu-
tion of food and clothes to those in need
demonstrated the church’s fulfillment of the
Gospel message—to love—and its response to
Kennedy's exhortation —to serve,

Cynthia Tippens, a lector at St. Patrick’s,
recalls her first impression of Father Howard
when she registered as a parishioner, “A man
was waiting atl the deor for food and the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society had not arrived,” she
remembers. “The housekeeper told the man that
there was ne food available. however, Father
Howard would not turn anyone away hungry. He
took food Mrom his own cupboard, filled a bag and
generously gave it away.”

Carmen Vinella, who described Father Howard
42 a remarkable man, recalls that he brought
“lots of spirit” (o the parish. "He had an open
door policy at the rectory.” she noted, “and the
parishioners {elt accepted and part of the parish
community.”

The Divine Word Missionary, who served as
pastor in West Oakland for 13 years, also brought
out the best in others. Because she was “struck
by the poverty of the church and the neighbor-
hood,” Curmen volunteered as the parish secre-
tary and worked with six other couples in a Chris-
tian Family Movement project that henefitted
more than 100 young people annually. For three
vears. the concerned CFM couples shared their
talents with the youth of the community in
sports, music and educational programs.

Jim Barnes, a permanent deacon of the Oak-
land Diocese and long-time West Oakland resi-
dent, stressed that Father Howard brought many
“good changes” to St. Patrick’s, which included
greater involvement of hlacks in parish organiza-
tions, the rejuvenation of the Knights and Ladies
ef 8t. Peter Claver, and a revived community
spirit.

“Father Howard was a4 man who brought the
best out in people.” Jim recalled. “Parishioners
learned to work together both in communiry
organization and parish projects. Tn the mid 60s,
[or example, the Knights and Ladies of St. Peter
Claver aponsored the restoration and painting of
the rectory and parish hall. And through Father
Howard’s etforts and leadership, the parish and
diocese helped build St. Patrick’s Terrace lor the
elderly.”

“When | came here this neighborhood looked
like the end of the world,” Jim commented. “The



streets and parish buildings were in disrepair.
Father Howard, the Sisters and the parishioners
have made a difference. There's a new spirit of
pride. Yes, Father Howard has brought the best
out in people.”

Sister Eugene Francis stressed that Father
Howard "made a difference” with the vouth of
the parish. “He came here in the 1960s,” she
recalled, “and took every youngster in the school,
grades three through eight, organized basketball
and basehall teams, and coached those children
for more than a decade.”

Throughout his years of service to the West
Oakland community, Father Howard demon-
strated his concern for hoth the poer and the
voung of the parish. His 1974-75 report on St.
Patrick's to the Society of the Divine Word
Superiors reflected his coneerns and his minis-
try:

We have o school of eight grades with over 200
puptls enrolled. Four Sisters of St Joseph of
Carondelet teach in the school, aided by four lay
teachers, We also have o full-time remedial read-
ing teacher, a full-time remedial math teacher, and
four teachers’ aides, all furnished by the Oakland
Unified School District under ESEA. We have 15
volunteer tewchers who come once q week lo help
specieel children on a one-to-nne basis. Also this
year the Sisters of St. Joseph are furmishing a free

Nister who comes to teach a special science class
once a week.

We have an arrangement with Prescoft Schnol

St Patrick’s parishioners played an important role tn raising seed money to build howsing for the elderly of West Oakland, Pie-

across the street from St. Patrick’s to prepare hot
funches for our school children, which are brought
over and served in our funchroom at noon. Those
who canr, pay @ nominagl amount,; those who can't
et their lunch free

In addition to the rebirth of St. Patrick Scheol,
which had survived the serious economic
difficulties of the 1960s that had plagued many
imner city parochial schools, Father Howard
wrote of the poor and the church’s response to
their needs:

Financigilly, St Patrick’s is o mission parish in the
strictest sense of the word. Relatively speaking, the
parishioners give generowsly; but for the most part,
this is not (oo much. So many are on welfore, so
many are unemployed, so many are sick or dis-
abled. ..

The 51, Vincent de Paul Society helps many of the
poor and needy in the porish. Besides this, we have
also developed a speciel food program, whereby we
furnish food to the needy people Catholic or nan-
Catholic) whenever they came !o us ih an
emergency. Various peaple give us money for this
program; a supermarkel makes donations of
vegetables, wholesalers and manufocturers donate
cereals, canned foods, cookies, and other parishes
sometimes take up o collection of foodstuffs end
bring them to us. On Thanksgiving and Christmas
we try o make an exira effori. We prepare over 400
bhags of food and distribute them {o as many
fomilies.

The Cetholic Ladies Aid Society heips furnish

clothing for needy mothers, especially layettes for
newly born bobies.
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Father Howard also reported that a coopera-
tive effort by St. Patrick’s, the Oakland Diocese,
Satellite Senior Homes, and the Department of
Housing and Urban Development resulted in the
construction of St. Patrick’s Terrace, low-rent
housing for the elderly located only three blocks
from the church.

Father Howard spoke of the future with both
optimism and enthusiasm, concluding his report
with these words of hope: “What of the future of
8t. Patrick Parish? With the opening of new
housing, people have begun to return; and more
will return when housing facilities, now in the
building stage are completed. This, together with
the street improvements initiated by the Model
Cities Program, the rehabilitaticn of homes, and
the upgrading of both school and recreational
facihitics, will attract people back into this part of
West Oakland, which in turn is bound te result in
a large congregation at St. Patrick’s. Conse-
guently, our hopes for the future are undimmed.”

His ministry in West Oakland was one of
gencrosity, compassion, love and good will; and
he will always be remembered by his people.
Because of his presence and his good works, West

Oakland is a better place in which to live and to
worship—a better community. In a word, he
made a difference; and just as the St. Patrick’s of
the last century was “Father McNally's parish,”
the St. Patrick’s of the 1960s and 1970z was
“Father Clarence Howard's parish.”

When he was succeeded by Father Richard
Winters in November, 1977, Father Howard
reflected on his two great concerns—young peo-
ple and the poor. “One of my fondest hopes is to
see a parish gym that will be a center for the
young people of the area,” he commented. And
though this dream is now a reality, the ministry
to the poor is still a constant concern of those whe
serve at St. Patrick’s.

“The poor is always a concern of ours.” Father
Howard emphasized. ""There are many
unemployed and unemployable people here. Many
are old, many are sick and many, many are on
welfare, We found people going hungry. young
and old, healthy and sick. They come to 5t
Patrick’s. Sometimes we're almost hone dry, but
Ihke the widow with the oil in the bottle that kept
running we always find something to give them.”

Father Howard's ministry was one of generosity, compassion, love and good will.



St Pairick’s Center is an effort “fo breakdown social injustices an

econamic inequalities.” In a Christian sense, the center

brings people fogether to share concerns and solutions. Pictured (left to right) Bessie Cash, Alice Henderson, Sister Joanna

Brambie and Lucy Thomas join two young friends.

‘I want to stay in West OQakland’

Under Divine Word Missionary Richard Win-
ters, Father Howard's ministry to the poor, the
unemploved, the disenfranchised and the young
continued. What began during the mid 1970z as a
community organization project, directed by
Sister Joanna Bramble, has grown into the St.
Patrick Qutreach Program. In 1974, the St
Joseph Carondeiet Sister, who was invited by
Father Howard to initiate community organiza-
tien efforts in West Qakland, brought together a
group of South Prescott citizens and a nucleus of
St. Patrick's parishioners and formed the West
Dakland Improvement Association.

The group's initial victories included convine-
ing the city to construct curbs and gutters in
West Oakland’'s neighborhoods and Southern
Pacific to sell 30 company-owned, dilapidated
houses to low-income families for a nominal fee.

One year later, neighbors of the North
Prescott area joined the existing group to form
the West of Cypress Concerned Citizens, which
hecame part of the Oakland Community
Organization. The new group's greatest victory

has been convincing the Oakland Schoo! Board
that the population in West Qakland neighbor-
hoods—and more specifically the number of
children —did not warrant the gradual phasing
out of Prescott School.

A demonstration of mothers and infants,
organized by the citizens’ group, indicated that
the community was still “growing,” and in Sister
Joanna’'s words “forced, badgered, pushed and
coerced” the schuol hoard to construct a new
building for Prescott School and the West Oak-
land community.

The group has continued to work on behalf of
the citizens of West Oakland for the removal of
junkyards, the construction of curbs and gutters,
and the control and abatement of rats. The
organization has also addressed the problem of
the urban heusing crisis by opposing specula-
tion,by securing low-interest loans for low-
income families, and by badgering owners into
rehabilitating and repairing rented homes.

Matilda Fontenette —who has lived in the com-
munity for 30 vears, 1s well aware of the problems
that plague the neighborheod, and now works

































